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EASTGATE STATION R.LP
REV. W. AWDRY

In view of the closure of Eastgate Station on Dec.lst 1975
we hope the tollowing very brief account of its story will
be of topical interest,

"The Citizen" oif April 13th 1496 reported the closure of the
014 Midland Station and the opening of the new one, known
since Nationslisation as Eastsate.

"fhe last train to make use of the old metals on the Barton
vtreet curve on Sunday 12th April" they wrote, "was the 5.00
a.n, Scotch Lxpress. This was the signal for the deflection
of the lines to provide a connection to the New Station;

and the departure of the 7.40a.m. train for Birmingham, was
the siznal for the closing of the 0ld Station for traffic
purposes,"

"''he departure of the 8,40a.m. train for Bristol saw the
opening of the New Station for all passenger purposes,”

"Phe works involved in the change over were considerable, and
included the shiftinz of the old signalbox, deflection of
rails, and the removal of everything from the 0ld Sation to
the sveweovveevene..o'fhis was watched by « larme concourse of
spectators, and .........t00k place in the early moraning."

"Mhe entire cost of the New Station ....... was just about
£100,000,"

"'he Gloucester Journal" of 18th April gave further partic-
ulars. %“hey nointed out the advantages of the tew Station in
that for the first time all trains would be able to pass
directly throush Gloucester without reversal, and that the
New ltation was capable of dealing with four trains at once,
a feat impossihle under the cramped conditions of the 0ld.
This, they went on would enable Express trains to be divided
or awalramated at Gloucester instead of st Cheltenham,
(lvidently it is no new thins, to have to change at Cheltenham
for ¥loucester! #.A.) The lines at the 0ld Station were to
be used as much needed carriaze sidings.

"Ihe Journal" went on to criticise "the narrowness of the
seneral apnroach to the station", and resretted that the
clocktower on the original drawings had not been built,
work had bemun on site in Jannary 1895, “his work included
the cemolition ol the o0ld engine shed on the site ol which
the dew Station was built. A hundred outside labourers were
employed in addition to the company's men. HNo lives were
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lost during the entire operation, and no accident occurred.

The frontaze to Jtsticn Road was 147 ft, built ol red pressed
brick with terra-cotta facings, It had a roof level balustrade
embellished with .i.R. shields. "The plattform buildings were of
red pressed brick with Bisley stone dressings, ' Three throusgh
plattforms and one bay were provided. 'The throush plattorms
were between 70U and €00 ft long,

isuch of the work rc¢mained unfinished at the time of opening ;

but all was complete by the end of the year. Among the unfinish-
ed works was the 190 yard long footbridge to the GWR station.
Some of the piers rested on the bed of the 'wyver Brook, and it
had been found ditricult to give them a firm foundation on the
silt., Three of the six spans were of 130ft and weizhed some

26 tons each.

"Phe Strouc News and Journal" of april 17th said that “pending
the completion or the bridge between the GYR and the New iidland
stetions ....... passenzers will be conveyed between them by
'bus. "

"The Gloucester Journal" gives thc names ol those responsible

for the work. Nr ¢, 'l'rubshaw was the Architect; ur J.A.lcDonald,
the d¢ngineer; wr I'. Jrijsht, Clerk of the torks; and the Contract-
ors were :.cssrs. J. Jalker % Sons, of .irksworth, verby.

Wastzate Ltation was built to enable the #iidland to compete
effectively with the 3.R for the north/south Bristol and viest

of nnszland traffic, ‘'he opeéniny of the Severn Tunnel in 18&6,
had put the G/R "one jumo" ahead, and it is noticeable from
vhotosgranhs of that »eriod in our collection, that from 1:84
onwards the .idlaend were upgrading their Birminghem/Bristol line
to enable it to take heavier and larzer rolling stock. But the
weakness in their route was Gloucester.

The iirst diarram shows the layout in 1881, and is drawn from

an official widland map of that date. Note the cramped terminal
station site hemmed in on the west by the Cattle ilarket; and on
the east by the junction for the "Passenger Curve", Through trains
calling zt Gloucester had to reverse in and out of the station -

2 btime wasting operation., The platforms had been extended as far
© &s possible, but they were still too short for the normal length
of trains of the period, These, in consequence, had to be

divided at Cheltenham to sort out the Gloucester traffic. The
Passenger Jurve too, had become a hindrance., Laid down in 1854
together with the 'fuffley Loop, it had at last enabled the ‘iidland
to run standard zauge to Bristol; but its curvature was sharp,

and thou:ssth it had ziven little trouble to the small coaches and

6 wheeled ensines of the 50's and 60's, it was quite another
matter for the bosie coaches and eight wheeled enzines of the 80's
and 90's, A severe speed restriction had had to be imposed.

'ne second diagram, drawn from a mao of 1914, shows how the situ-
ation was eased, fthe '‘idland oulled down their "Roundhouse"
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replacing it with a locomotive Shed at Barnwood. A new
"Passenzer Curve" was then laid on the site of the old shed,
end a through station built on the curve LoO replace the former
terminus.

wastrate Station was essential in the 1890's to enable the
liidland to deal effectively with traffic then offering,
but it did little to ease congestion at ‘‘ramway Junction
wnere sidlend north/south traffic crossed that of the GWR



To @epstow

n/() ..
Cattle ‘ I, STN. . To Cheltegham
% \ lorton Rd, g7
S . "
Station Rdo ; ’
\ \\\\ i /'North,or
et ~ , Barnwood Junc,
. ' 4
. [ 4
Park End Rd. _Barton St. “.\ S’
To Docks ] qgl"T" Stn House
: ?
' %‘"T" Sidings.
'y
ISouth,or :
Juillstrean Junc.
'o
’
' 4
P
o
o' IEGEND
" Midland Railway eeeececmm—
V4 Great Western e w me wm
’
)
p
’
4
p
' 4
g/
£ 4
'0 Pigure 2,
To Bath "
&B.t°1- ‘ [ 4
’ To Swindon
& Bristol.

from west, northeast, and south.,

It ie interestin:r to reflect that when Daniel Trinder, engin-
eer to Lhe 3loucester and Cheltenham Railroad (hereinsafter
cnolied the Yramway), decided in 1808 to cross Horton Road at
that varticular snot, he livtle knew that he nad already
selected the cite tor a bottleneck which has bedevilled railway
operation at Gloucester ever since, Jhen in 1839/40 the
Birmingnam and 3loucester Rcilwgy arrived (Diauranm 3,), Captain
weS,.100rsom their enzgineer, naturally chose ['or the sake of
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economy, to cross ITramway and rosd at the same plece., He took
his line to a station east or the Jettle .arket, and just
within the city boundary. ‘T[ne "Rirminghamn's" station was a
modest affair with Offices on the west and a train-shed
coveriniz four tracks and two platiorms, On the north side
were enitine shedr, cnd on the south a soods transhipment shed

with a ovlavteway spur linking it to the Jramwzy in otation Road,

thus enabling freisht to be carried to and fion the Docks,

In 1t 44 the wristo) and Gloucester Railway arrived. Coming
from tne soutn one would expect them to site their station
on the south side of the"Birmincham's"; Hut no, not a bit of
it. f.K.Brunel was their enszineer, and hc had his eyes on
pbouth ales. ne really wanted to cross tue ..evern lower
down at nock Crib, but in view of expected opposition to this
plan, he was prepared to settle for a croszing at Over.
Accordingzly tne "Bristol" crossed the roaa, the Yramway, and
the "Birminsghsm" on the level at Tramway crossing. It then
lumbared on to settle down at a station on the north side of
the "Birminghan" (VDiagram 4). ‘I'ne problers created were many,
but HSreak ol Gauge was outstanding., ‘'I'ne main tratffic flow
was Birminsham/Bristol, and every passenger, every item of
freisht had to be transferred at Glouzester from vehicles of
one 3zauge to unother,



‘the Break of Gauge at Gloucester., Queen Victéria
changes trains, Ill. London News., Oct. ©6th 1849,

he freiszht problem was worst, since the facilities vrovided
for the "Bristol" werc hopelessly insdequate., Both the
"Birmincham" anu the "Bristol" found the propblems more than
they could solve. ‘lhey joined forces in flirting, +ith the

7R in hopes of a tske-over bid; but in January 1845 the
lidland made a better offer and scooped them up from under the
GyR's nose! The widland built extensive dual zauszse bransier
sheds in aheeler'c WNursery to beut the Break of seuge, and
''raders' complaints sradual'y died down. +he real answer
however, was "standard Zeuge to dristol", but since the
"Bristol" had reached Gloucester by runnins powers over the
++8 from Stundish, ane had agreed with the G./M to stay broad
raguige for 10 years, nothing could be done till 1854 wnen the
'fuftley Loop and the Passenger Curve were laid (Diagram 1.).
This enabled the sidland to run vhrousgh to Bristol on the
standard gauge, and thus no lon~ser to be denendent for way-
leave on the G-R's rather grudsing arrangements., The 1854
arrangement, though adequate in the 1850's and o0's, could not
meet traific requirements of the 1890's and so it had to go.

r'he same ig true in reverse, of sastgate in the 197C's, and
it is interestini; to note that BR (#R) are cutting fucilities
back to what was , in ertrect, Brunel's basic plan., biagram
5 chows the layout . Reversals will be necessery for all
Lrezins except those to and rron .uales, thouzh inevitably

some north/south expresses will use the loop. <Jnce azain
tnerefore we shell be back to the situation in the 1880's
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~#hen Chelteanhar was the Junction for Gloucester., <Lime only
will show iZ the hoped for eccnomies of £4%,0C0 a year will
actuully he rezlised through the closure of sastgate, and

the elimination of four out of the five level crossings. .ie
personally are wondering how one double length platfora at
"Central”™ wichout besnefit of a diamond crossing cen possibly
be adequate for the traffic otffering irom all directions. It

will be interesting too, to see what railway land is disposed
of and what relbained.

pastgate's ecemains will orobudly be buried under bricks and
mortar, doubtless to be disinterred by Industrial .Airchaeolog-
ists in some: future &xe, Meanwhile we hope it will be remem-
bered a0t only as a pleasant station of distinctly individual
character, but also for those intriguinz quirks of previous
railway history which led to ite erection some 79 years ago.

farewell puastzate. R.I.P. W, Awdry
Copyright 1975.
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vhanks are due to the following gentlemen {or permission to

study and copy Gloucester station plans oif various dates in
their posession.

R.d.rullan ksqg. City snsineer, Glos. (1851)
4.P.C.Phillips Esq. bListrict Enmineer (BR) Glos. (LE5Y)

3. Jottell Ksq. satton Coldrield . ( 1&39, 1843, 1852, 1881,
and 1914)



