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On the 3rd of July, a party from the GSIA was treated to a very interesting and informative tour of the
extensive Spirax Sarco site just outside Cheltenham.

The company was founded in 1888 and is now perhaps best known for its development and
manufacture of steam management systems and peristaltic pumps. From the 1930s, they began
manufacturing steam traps, followed in later years by a range of self-acting pressure controls including
valves and instrumentation. This was joined by pump manufacture in 1990. En route, various other
companies were bought up and amalgamed, bringing in additional expertise and production
experience. 

Spirax design and supply industrial and commercial steam systems, including condensate
management, controls and thermal energy management products and solutions. The use of steam
remains at the core of the company’s expertise, used widely in numerous industrial applications that
include brewing & distilling, food & beverage, hospitals, pharmaceuticals, municipal solid waste, oil &
gas, pharmaceutical, power generation, pulp & paper, sugar refining, waste, and waste water. The
company also provide consultancy and share their expertise in helping customers move towards
decarbonisation and achieving net-zero emissions, a goal of many organisations. 



During our visit we were shown many areas of production, helped by a team of very knowledgeable
guides. This included the manufacture of systems and components such as boiler controls and
components, condensate and heat recovery systems, steam traps, and isolation valves. It was an
eye-opener to hear about some of the company’s production methods and their high degree of control
over quality in terms of materials and accuracy. 

We are most grateful to our hosts for their time, enthusiasm, and hospitality. For further information
on Spirax and their extensive global presence, see: https://www.spiraxsarco.com/global/en-GB
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