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GSIA visit to Sharpness docks 13 October 2024

A party of around 25 of us were treated to an interesting afternoon’s walk led by Ray Wilson, which
focused on numerous aspects of Sharpness New Docks - this year marks the 150" anniversary of its
opening. We started in the area around the entrance to the New Docks, hearing about the former
Coastguard station, some industrial housing, as well as the background of the lock entrance piers,

gates, and tidal basin.

We then moved on to view an array of other parts of the docks
including several grain silos, and heard about the current
industrial uses that included the transit of fertilizer, cement, and
scrap metal, before moving on to the home of the Vale of
Berkeley Railway and nearby dry dock where we saw a
fascinating trio of abandoned ships comprising the sailing vessel
Tenaciaous, an old lightship, and the rusting hulk of a former
Mersey ferry. Our final stop was the area close to Dockers Club
and the High and Low Level bridges where we heard about the
once-complex network of railway lines that formerly ran
throughout the area. All in all, a very informative and enjoyable
few

hours!

Stephen Mills




