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Horsley and Newmarket Valleys walk report:  Sunday 12 October 2025

On the afternoon on 12th October, a dozen of us were treated to a very interesting and varied walk
ably guided by GSIA President Ray Wilson. It encompassed a number of former textile mills, several of
which were now home to a variety of different uses, as well as the sites of a number of others, long
gone. 

We left Nailsworth via the Horsley
Valley, passing Locks Mill, Gig Mill, and
Ruskin Mill, now a centre for craft
workers. Here, we saw the large
overshot water wheel installed some
years ago. We then had a pleasant
walk alongside the picturesque ponds
of the former Midlands Fisheries
behind the mill. This took us to the
nicely restored Lower Horsley Mill. 

We later crossed the Newmarket
Valley, passing the site of Nodes Mill
and the surviving Lot Mill, once the
home of the important local
engineering firm of H J H King & Co. 

    Ruskin Mill (formerly Millbottom Mill)



Midland Fisheries in its heyday. Ruskin Mill in the distance

             Lower Horsley Mill
Our final mill was Prices Mill, much altered and now converted to a doctor's surgery. At each site, Ray
told us about its history and associated trades and industries – these were very varied and ranged
from textiles to engineering to sausage manufacture! 

The group had a most enjoyable afternoon in the Autumn sunshine. We heard about many of the
trades that had driven the development of Nailsworth and its industries, discovered some fascinating
hidden corners of the town and its surroundings, and saw some beautiful scenery. All in all, a splendid
way to spend an afternoon. 
Many thanks Ray.
Postscript

Incidentally, whilst rummaging for
something else, I rediscovered a short book
on the Roman villa at Woodchester. 

It appears to date from the 1960s and
includes a number of interesting adverts,
one of which was for Hilliers, the site of
which we passed during Ray’s Nailsworth
walk. 

The old factory has long gone, now replaced
with modern housing.

Stephen Mills




