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And while we’re on the subject of lime kilns - there was a recent post on social media from Cotswold
Archaeology reporting on their uncovering of a well-preserved Roman lime kiln a few years ago. This
rare find was built with stone blocks on land beside the Horsbere Brook at the Centre Severn
development site in Barnwood, Gloucester. The work was undertaken ahead of planned development,
as part of the standard process to ensure that any historically significant remains were properly
recorded and preserved where possible.

The large kiln was located in the north-eastern
part of the site. Preservation was exceptional,
and it seems likely that this is the first to be
excavated in Gloucestershire. It was built at
some point during the 2nd or 3rd centuries AD,
measured 4 metres across and 2 metres high.
Once constructed, the kiln was covered with
earth and turf. The quicklime produced may
have served nearby settlements such as
Glevum and Corinium (Roman Cirencester).
However, the kiln seems to have had a
relatively short working life and is thought to
have been abandoned by the 3rd century.

Reconstruction illustration by Nathan Chinchen, 
showing the Roman limekiln in use during the 2nd–
3rd centuries AD

The kiln during excavation (courtesy Cotswold Archaeology)

The full results will be detailed in a technical report and in a forthcoming article in the Transactions of
the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society. The report will also be available on Cotswold
Archaeology’s Reports Online website. Further information is available at:



https://cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk/roman-limekiln-centre-
severn/?fbclid=IwY2xjawJ_8WJleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBzWnVwakRnM05nRkYxUXM5AR4biWqy
A_G0jYz8f73Kd7kPe4X033p-
WWo8M7qbWXXVTPOup7y2JtNzvrnuEg_aem_tafUh1_d3hJv95h4jhXbgw

https://cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk/roman-limekiln-centre-severn/?fbclid=IwY2xjawJ_8WJleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBzWnVwakRnM05nRkYxUXM5AR4biWqyA_G0jYz8f73Kd7kPe4X033p-WWo8M7qbWXXVTPOup7y2JtNzvrnuEg_aem_tafUh1_d3hJv95h4jhXbgw
https://cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk/roman-limekiln-centre-severn/?fbclid=IwY2xjawJ_8WJleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBzWnVwakRnM05nRkYxUXM5AR4biWqyA_G0jYz8f73Kd7kPe4X033p-WWo8M7qbWXXVTPOup7y2JtNzvrnuEg_aem_tafUh1_d3hJv95h4jhXbgw
https://cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk/roman-limekiln-centre-severn/?fbclid=IwY2xjawJ_8WJleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBzWnVwakRnM05nRkYxUXM5AR4biWqyA_G0jYz8f73Kd7kPe4X033p-WWo8M7qbWXXVTPOup7y2JtNzvrnuEg_aem_tafUh1_d3hJv95h4jhXbgw
https://cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk/roman-limekiln-centre-severn/?fbclid=IwY2xjawJ_8WJleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBzWnVwakRnM05nRkYxUXM5AR4biWqyA_G0jYz8f73Kd7kPe4X033p-WWo8M7qbWXXVTPOup7y2JtNzvrnuEg_aem_tafUh1_d3hJv95h4jhXbgw



