
Gloucestershire Society for Industrial Archaeology             gsia.org.uk/notes-and-queries

The South Wales and West of England Regional Industrial Archaeology Conference
2024 – personal view

Amber Patrick             June 2024

The Conference was organised by Oxford House and held in the Llanhilleth Miners’ Institute on Saturday 27th

April. Several GSIA members attended what was a very good event, although it was perhaps a long way for
some. I chose to go by train and that took me from Cheltenham, through Gloucester and down the west side
of the Severn - I could just pick out the site of the Purton Hulks and Sharpness as well as the two Severn
Bridges, so it was industrial archaeology all the way! It was then a train going up the valley from Newport to
Ebbw Vale. Clearly, no one else took that early train as I was the only one getting off at Llanhilleth (and I was
the only one getting on for the return journey)! Going by train did mean that I was able to see one of the
sites, the former Crumlin Navigation colliery on the way there. (I was not going on the visits afterwards.) The
return journey was equally interesting because one could see how winding the valley is. The station is literally
just across from the Institute, so the damp weather was not a problem.

The conference itself was excellent – well organised and the food was good. It was also a time to catch up
with friends not seen since Covid. However, the number of attendees was less than in previous years at about
70. There were five speakers and the whole event was chaired by Elin Jones. Four of the talks were on aspects
of Gwent and its industrial activities. The fifth was on the plans to re-open the railway tunnel between
Blaencwm in the Rhondda Valley and Blaengwynfi in the Afan Valley.

The first talk was by Peter Strong on Sudbrook and the Severn Tunnel. The talk took us through its
construction and the problems involved, with the obvious one being flooding and how this was resolved, the
impact the building had on the local area and the need for housing, and what happened when work was
finished. Of course, the tunnel is still very much in use today. 

Then after a coffee break, Jeff Grosvenor talked on the Newport Transporter Bridge including of course its
construction, but also some social history. Then came Roger James on Rolls Royce, the motor company. This
concentrated on Charles Rolls and Hende in Gwent. The combination of Rolls (influence and finance) and
Royce (engineering) has of course been an important part of our engineering heritage, but it was pointed out
that the Derby factory still refers to itself as Royce after the engineering end of the business. After lunch,
although separated by a tea break, were two talks. The first was by Stephen Lyons on the 1860 Blackvein
Explosion and the Miners Cemetery. I had heard parts of this before. It concentrated on the identification of
the numbers killed and where they were buried. The final talk was by Tony Moon and the re-opening of the
Rhondda Tunnel – a hope not yet achieved.

This was an excellent day despite damp weather and in the event, this resulted in only two of the visits going
ahead: a tour of Risca Museum, and a visit to the site of the former Crumlin Navigation colliery.
All at Oxford House are to be thanked for such an excellent day. At present there is no indication as to how
these regional conferences will continue. Finding the members in a society to organise one is proving very
difficult. 




