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Gl oucester never had a trolleybus system, bu t the G l oucester R ail way Carriage and Wag on Company
( GRCW) di d buil d one trol l eybus , but onl y one, in 1933. It was exhibited at the 1933 Comme rci al Motor
Show.

What prompted the G RCW to bu i l d i t? T heir pri mary are a of operati on was the rail way i nd ustry, bu t
they had bu i l t many bus es and coa ches ove r the yea rs and a s el ection of them can be s een i n th e
magazi ne adverti s ement, dati ng from 1933. AEC, G uy, Karrier, Leyland, Rans om e s , and Su nb eam had
all been ac tive i n th e trolleybus m arke t for ma ny years but i n the ea rl y 1930 s , the market for trolleybus es
was looki ng very good ind eed, s o GRCW  deci ded to join it.

The 9 t h Februa ry 19 34 edi ti on of Commercial Motor
magazi ne contained an ar ti cle entitled “Briti s h
Trolleybus es for Modern Systems ” and th e i ntroduction
to that arti cle, reproduced he re, tel l s us the way the
publ i c trans port i ndustry was thinki ng about trams, 
trol l eybus es , and motorbus es in 1934 :

“Latest Bri tish m odels s how rem arkable ad v ance i n
design, resultin g i n l ower f l oor l ev el s, conv enient
entrances, i m proved accessibil i ty, i ncreased sea tin g 
capacity and e nhanced a ppear ance. I t i s exceedingly
doubtful whe ther any new tram way track wil l be l a i d t o
replace t hat w hich i s b ecomi ng wor n out i n a l arge
num ber of English town s, wher e tramways wer e
constructe d earl y i n t he pr esent century, and 19 34 has
all the appe arances of  bei ng a  troll eybus year.

When th e track h as to b e atten ded to, t he op portunit y
m ay wel l be taken to re construc t t he roa d s urface and ,
as t he ov erhea d eq uipm ent m ay sti l l have so m e useful
l i fe i n i t; the tr ol l ey bus i s fou nd to provide a m eans for
m aking th e m ost eco nomi cal change t o a m or e s ui table

form of trans port. I t i nvolv es n o radical chan ge i n ou tpu t on th e par t of the central power station, and
perm i ts t he utilization of a Br i tish fuel to be co ntinued. Furt herm ore, th e trolley bus en ables t he s urfacin g
of the m ain ro ads of a town to be brought up to date a nd ren dered l ess dan gerou s an d inconvenient fo r
all cl asses of traffi c. It perm i ts peak l oads to be h andled i n units a t l eas t a s bi g a s the tra m s, which, i n
m ost cases,  are old  fa shione d a nd of  relativ ely  sm al l capaci ty.

It i s economi cal i n o peratin g cost per m i l e, i t handl es i t s pas seng ers at the kerbsid e and, w i th i ts ra pid
accel eration and d eceleration, i t ha s a hig h av erage s peed ov er town route s; this m ea ns i ncrea sed
m i l eage and receipts per v ehi cl e p er an num .

Route exten sions are m ore q uickl y and l es s ex pensiv ely m ade th an with tramway s. T he trolley bus i s as
m obile within its own route a s is any o ther v ehicl e, and if a v ehicl e brea ks dow n it can b e o v ertaken. O n
hilly routes t he power an d braking are admir able, i n re sidential areas t he silence of t he m achine i s
appreci ated and i n all distri cts th e sm oo thn ess of a cceleration i s a convenie nce to p as s engers an d
conducto r.



Thus the trolley bus offers attractiv e a dv antages for i nd ustrial di stri cts, whilst h av i ng feat ures o f
economy i n bot h i nstallation and o peratio n which m ake i t i nteresting as a replacement system where
peak-load con ditions hav e, hit herto, b een se r v ed by the  high unit capaci ty of  th e tr am car.

It i s always po ssible for m otorbu ses to be u s ed i n con juncti o n wi th trol l ey buses, t heir i nh erent route
fl exib ility supply i ng just th e characteristic whi ch is absent in the trolleybus, and so e nablin g new hou sing
estates and occa sional serv i ces to be cheapl y catered fo r. This, i n fact, ap pears a s thing s ar e a t pres ent,
to prov i de t he ideal ro ad -travel combination for urba n areas i n which th e traffi c i s heav y o n som e of th e
routes.

Bri tish troll ey - buses have been m uch im proved in t he past y e ar or  two,  particularl y as to  th e dispo sitio n 
of the m otor an d in the arran gem ent of th e lo ading pla tform an d  sea ting layou t.”

The  article  goes  on  to  di s cus s   the  various  trol l eybus  mod els  offered  by  Britis h  manufacturers  i n  early 
1934 and s ays thi s about G RCW ’s offering :

GLOSTER
A newcom er to the m arke t, y et of parti cul ar i nterest because of i ts l ow f l oor height and convenien t
central entrance, is the Gl oster tr oll ey bus m ad e by the Gl oucester Rail way Carr i ag e and Wag on C o., Ltd.,
Gl oucester. Hav i ng be en design ed  only l ast y e ar, it embodies no old id eas wh atev er.

The m otor is located b ehi nd the rear axle and offset from the l ongitudinal axis of the v ehicl e so tha t the 
differential case doe s not obstruc t the ga ngw ay fl oor. Th e a uxil i ari es are conveniently located in a bank
outsi de th e m ain fram e on t he off side ( bet ween the axl es), where they are com pletely i nsulated on
Floatex m ounti ng s an d are ea sil y acces sible. A s peci al d esign of all - m etal body has been pro duced whi ch
giv es the d oubledecker a f i ne a ppe arance. Ac cess to th e contactor pa nel , situate d at the ex trem e f ront,
i s obtained either thro ugh th e insid e cov er or f rom the ro ad, after remov i ng a front pan el . A low -voltage
Si m m s motor dy namo set giv es 24 -volt  l i ghti ng of  constant bri l l i ance.

The traction eq uipm ent i s a
product of Crom pton
Parki nson, Ltd., C helmsford.
The ch assis i s of particularl y
straightforwar d  l ay ou t and
com bines simpl i ci ty of
m echanism and l ay ou t with
the provi sion of ev ery m odern
feature desirable for
satisfactory an d econ om i cal
operation.”

Much     of wha t  h as been
des cribed above can be s een
i n the ph otograph of the
vehi cle’s chas s i s , taken f rom
the Comme rcial Motor ’s
articl e.

The other ph otographs are
reproduced wi th permi s s i on
from G l oucestershi re Archives
and  are  from  th ei r  col l ecti on.



They are all covered by GRCW photograph nu mb er 4913 (Archi ve’s docume nt reference D4 79 1/16/92) . 
They were all taken a t the G RCW ’s works by the company's ph otographer. “GLOUC ESTER ” i s di s pl ayed
on the destination bl i nd s at both ends of t he bu s and the bad ge on th e f ro nt of the vehicle s ays
“GLOSTER”.

The  trol l eybus  was  s ol d  to  the  Corporation  o f  Southend - on  Se a  i n  19 35 ,  becoming  their  f l eet  nu mber 
122, registration JN 38 22 . Its doubl e deck, c e ntral  entrance body coul d s eat 54 p eopl e.

An  agreem ent  for  the  s up pl y  of  a  “Gl oster ”  Troll ey bus  between  the  G l oucester  Rail way  Carriage  and 
Wagon  Company  Ltd  and  the  Co rporation  of  Southend - on  Se a  i s  held  by  G l oucestershi re  Archives



( document nu mber D 47 91 /27/21) . From i t we l earn that the bu s was s ol d to the Cor poration of
Southend-on Sea for £950, 95% of whi ch was due by 15 t h February 1935 and the bal anc e of 5% no later
than 20t h J un e 1935 . T he agreeme nt contains a claus e stating a competent mechani c mu st be provided
for a peri od no t exceedi ng s even  days to  ens ure the sati sfactory  condi tion of the  trol l eybus .

In a letter dated 25 t h O ctober 1934 , the price of £950 was agre ed and we learn f rom th i s th at the t rolley
base s up ports had be en red es i gn ed and tha t an oi l l eak i n the exhauster had b een f i xe d. T he pri ce
i ncl ud ed deli very and a new propel l er s haft. The conte nts of th e l etter s ug gest the bu s w as alre ady i n
s er vi ce at Southend - on Se a before the s ale w as agreed. The regi stra ti on number JN 38 22 was is s ued by
the Cou nty Borough Council of Southend -on Sea i n 19 34 , s up porting the theo ry i t was i n s er v i ce at
Southend-on Se a before th e purch as e date of  15 t h   February  19 35 .

Trolleybus  s er vi ces  f ini s hed  i n  Southend - on  Sea  i n  October  19 54  bu t  the  G l oster  bu s  was  wi thdrawn  a 
few years  earlier in 1950 , having  cove red mo re than  400, 000 mi l es in s er vi ce, and was scrapped.




