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In Febru ary 20 20 I bou gh t a bras s G l oucester Rail way C arri age and Wagon Company's bu i l der ’s pl ate from a
rail wayana auction. It came f rom a rail way carr i age that the G l oucester Rail way Carriage and Wagon Company
( GRCW) had bui l t for export.

The face of th e pl ate has been repainted bu t the edges still retain brown paint f rom i ts f i nal days i n s er vi ce.
“R- R M” is lightly stamped into th e top bound ary edge of th e front of the pl ate, so I though t the carriage h ad
probably been bu i l t for Rhodes i a Rail ways. T he brown p aint on the edge s up ported this t heory becaus e the
N ati onal Rail ways of Z i mbabwe’s carriages were pai nted brown and c ream du ri ng my 19 94 vi sit when I
travelled ac ros s the Victo ria Fal l s Bri dg e i n a G l ouceste r- bui l t carriage haul ed by a Br i tis h bu i l t steam
l ocomotive.

Rh odes i a Rail ways pl aced nu me rous orders f or railway c arriages with th e G RCW i n the l ate 19 20 s and early
1930s . My pl ate i s dated 19 30 and I l ear nt f rom a s ea rch th rough the o rder boo ks of the GRCW at
Gl oucestershi re Archives th at th e company s up pl i ed s i x batch es of railway c arriages to Rh odes i a Rail ways i n
1930, 28 fi rst cl ass s aloon carri ages and 28 nati ve car riages.

The back of my bui l der ’s pl ate i s stamp ed 8 92 18 and G RCW ph otograph nu mber 4812 features Rh odes i a
Rail ways car ri age nu mb er 8921 6, the f i rst on e bu i l t un der o rder nu mb er 61 70 , s o my pl ate i s f rom the thi rd
carriage of th at b atch.

Order nu mber 6170 was the l ast of the s i x orders for rail way carriages Rh odes i a Rai l ways pl aced with the
GRCW i n 1930 and was for twelve n ati ve carr i ages. Four were deli vered on 20 t h De cember 19 30 , four more
on 19 t h J anuary 19 31 , and the rem ai ni ng four on 2 nd February 19 31 , s o my pl ate i s probabl y f rom one of the
four shi pp ed on 20 t h  December  19 30 .

The bl ack and whi te ph o tographs are all co pi es of G RCW ph o tograph numb e r 48 12 an d are rep roduced
courtesy of G l ouceste rshi re Archi ves. T he Archive's referenc e for this parti cul ar albu m of ph otographs i s 
D47 91 /16/87. The GRCW us ed one number for all pho tographs of the item b eing photograp hed. In thi s case,
photograph number 4812 actually cons i sts of four s eparate ph otographs .

Fortun ately, th e GRCW’s ph otographe r us uall y pl aced i nformation bo ards i n f ro nt of t he s ubject being
photographed. From thos e boa rds , we l earn th at the carriage was d esi gned to c arry 10 0 pas s engers . T he
carriages were bu i l t to “Cap e G auge”, 3 feet 6 i nches , mu ch narrower than the standard gauge of 4 feet 8½
i nches, s o how did they manage to get 100 pa s s engers into it? The interior of the ca rriage was s pl i t into th ree
s aloons , s eparated by lavatories, and the pho tograph of the i nterior s hows how Rhodes i a Rai l ways man aged



to s qu e eze s o m any peopl e i nto s uch a s mall s pace. It s hows l ong i tudi nal bench s eats ben eath th e wind ows
on both s i des and a central long i tudi nal bench desi gned to take t wo rows of pass engers, provi di ng s eating for
four rows of pas s engers i n each of the three s a l oons . With 100 people on board, it woul d have been very cosy.



The fourth pho tograph shows one of th e four l avatories , all “As i an” or “ Squat ” toilets. These di s charge straight
onto th e railway tra ck vi a the whi te pipes vi s i bl e un der the toi l et compar tments on the ex ter nal photographs .
As i an toi l ets are not  l i ked by Eu ropean  travellers! 

Thes e carriages w ere b eautif ul l y proportion ed, beau tif ul l y fi ni shed and a c redit to the crafts men of the
Gl oucester R ail way C arriage and Wagon C ompany who bui l t them, bu t I s us pect t heir beauty and
crafts mans hi p was lost on  the n ative Rhodes i ans who travel l ed in  them.

Finall y,  I   woul d  l i ke  to  thank  the  s taff  at  G l o ucesters hi re  Archives  for  th ei r  i nvaluable   as s istanc e  du ring  my 
vi s i ts to the A rchi ves and  for permi s s i on to us e photographs from th ei r col l ecti on  to il l ustrate thi s article.




