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The mystery of the Crickley Hill lime kilns

Stephen Mills         October  2025

We were contacted by Steve Peacock, author of Geology for Walkers. He is researching the geological
history of Crickley Hill and wonders if any members have information about several lime kilns that
once operated on the hill. 

The Gloucestershire Geoconservation Trust's leaflet on the area mentions that there were two vertical
lime burning kilns on the hill in the 1930s (operated by Cheltenham Gas Works) and prior to that, two
stone kilns, but Steve has been unable to find any documentation relating to either, nor photographic
records, despite extensive 'Googling'.

The kilns were located close to the
Main Scarp Face (at SO 928 163 –
926 162). The Geoconservation
leaflet notes that on the right below
the path is an area of black,
powdered coke that originated
from Cheltenham Gas Works.
During the 1930s, there were two
vertical lime kilns below the
escarpment here, and the coke was
used as fuel for the kilns to produce
lime for the building trade.
Previously, two stone-built kilns
had been used at the foot of the
slope. Investigation of the site has
revealed that there are what
appear to be remnants of coke
breeze present, but there is no
trace of remnant infrastructure of
any vintage, either on-the-ground or on satellite imagery, and extensive internet searching has thrown
up absolutely nothing about kilns at this location.

Steve did find several interesting snippets from the British Newspaper archives:

Cheltenham News 14/04/88. – From reader, AM Langford
The country park at Crickley Hall until some 40 years ago was the scene of industrial quarrying with
lime kilns at work on the hill serviced with coal brought up from the valley below. Sealey Industries
was the company which operated the kilns which must have been a most prominent landmark. 

Cheltenham News 08/08/91. From reader Derren Brown.
Until the last war, lime kilns stood on Crickley Hill. They were clearly visible if you travelled out of town
through Shurdington, especially at night when the glow and sparks gave a spectacular free show. Built
of an iron construction the kilns had a firebrick lining and were fed from the top with alternate layers
of limestone and coke. The burned limestone was then drawn off at intervals from the bottom and
used for agricultural and building purposes.



When the war came, the kilns were shut down as it was feared that their position, visible at a great
distance from the air, would provide the Luftwaffe with too useful a marker en route to GAC at
Hucclecote. Oddly enough the kilns were of a German design.

Any further information from GSIA members about the kilns and their working lives would be greatly
appreciated. 

Update         November 2025

Members will recall from t he Octobe r ne wsletter tha t w e were conta cted by S teve Pe aco ck,
author of Geology for Walkers. He i s r es earching the geol ogi cal hi s tory of Crickley Hill and
wond er ed i f any members h ad inf ormation about s eve ral l i me ki l ns that onc e oper ated on the
hi l l .

A l i ttle more has s i nce come to l i gh t cou rtesy of comment f rom T i m Grubb ,
ar cha eol ogi s t   at Gl oucestershi re County  Council Heritag e Te a m , and K now Y our Plac e.

Ste ve n o te s th a t th e In teres ting l y the K now Y our Pl a ce maps do i ncl ud e a commu ni ty - s ourced
ph o to along the s carp face ne ar the ol d s and qu a rry purporting to s how an ol d l i me ki l n.
Ho wever, the background to the ph oto does not l ook l i ke the Crickley Hil l s carp , and a s econd
commu ni ty  ph oto
geolocated jus t along the s ca rp f rom i t i s cle arly mi s - l ocated, s o I gu es s the confi dence th at
th e  ki l n photo is correc tl y identifi ed mus t be s ub ject t o  s ome doubt  als o.

Steve cam e a cros s an i nter es ting memoi r by J ohn T owns end who re calls growing up i n tha t ar ea
and us i ng the quarries as a pl ayground. A coup l e  of hi s remi ni s cences :

“In abo ut 1940 when t he two st eel li m e ki l ns were s ti l l worki ng a t Cri ckl ey Quarri es, a Germ an
bomb er m ust h ave t houg ht they were s teelworks or s om ething and drop ped a l oa d of i ncendiary
b om bs ri ght across bot h sides of Cri ckl ey Hill. My father w ho w as an A RP m an said the wh ole
hillside w as o n fi re. ”

“Ar ound t he l ane f rom m y house t here w as a quarry , i n the 20 s and 30 s , v ast am ount s of grav el
was excav ated by P ackers L td of Gl ouces ter. They built two larg e st eel li m e kil ns, and lorri es wou l d



take t he grav el and l i m e to G l ouces ter a nd com e ba ck wi th l oa ds of slack co al f or t he ki l ns.
T he y used old Senti nel Ste am wag ons. M y br oth er always s aid tha t t wo old wag ons were
buri ed i n a tip under the old w aste l i m e heap s ”. T he gr avel qu arry he des cribes m ay b e the
‘ s and pi t’ s hown on O S maps of early 20 t h c entury vi nt age at the end of Col d S l ad Lane, right at
th e bas e  of the Crickley  Hil l s l ope.

“The qu arry wa s o ur play grou nd. Th ere were ol d m achines to cl i m b on, gravel slopes t o sli de
do wn  o n shee ts of tin an d old l i m e heaps t o  ri de ov er o n our  bikes .”

Steve i s now fairl y conv i nced th at the ki l ns mus t have be en l oca ted i mmedi at ely eas t of th e ol d
s and quarry wh ere th ere i s an anonymou s l y f l at ar ea of proba bly s uf fi cient s i z e to have be en
th e s i te ( s ee photo) and s urrounded by the forme r 'sand pi t', the r emnants of s l ack coal, and a
path way r un ni ng up to th e ol d up per qu arries tha t appears to s how remai ns of bri ck p aving.
Wh ether the ki l ns were operat ed by Cheltenh am Gas Works, S ealey I ndus tries , or Pack ers of
Gl ouces ter is s ti l l a m ys tery, as i s why ther e is es s enti all y no phys i cal trace of t heir former
exi s tence o r old  photos of  them.

An y further inf ormation o r remi ni s cences fro m members woul d be gra teful l y received.




