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Lister Generator Makers Plate: Interesting World War II discovery at Birdlip
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Members will doubtless be aware of the major road reconstruction taking place in the area around
the Air Balloon roundabout at the top of Crickley Hill. For decades, this has been notorious for traffic
congestion and various holdups. It is now the site of major works known as ‘The Missing Link’ that
includes a three-mile stretch of single-lane carriageway on the A417 between the Brockworth bypass
and Cowley roundabout.

The entire area surrounding the works has been the site of major archaeological digs undertaken by
Cotswold Archaeology that have revealed finds from the Neolithic, Iron Age, Roman, Saxon, medieval,
post-medieval and modern periods. An interesting recent find relating to the latter was a Listers of
Dursley brass makers plate from World War II – Derrick Hall kindly brought this to our attention.  

The plate originated from a generator set built in 1939 for the War Department and was recovered
from a trench close to the location of an anti-aircraft battery, one of a number located to provide
cover for various local factories (such as Gloucester Aircraft Company) engaged in vital war-related
work. The generator probably provided power to a searchlight or some other military application –
for example, Lister-made generators powered some forms of radar equipment.

Many generators were mounted on 2-wheel trailers although others were built into vehicles. Most of
the generating sets supplied to the War Department were built in Dursley to a handful of standard
designs. Several engine variants were used that included 3-cylinder Lister diesels. From 1939, Listers
were heavily involved with war work, producing engines, lighting sets, and shell cases, alongside their
more usual range of farming equipment and so on. 

The Lister generator plate (courtesy Cotswold Archaeology)




